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Aims.

JESPSAU aims to shed light into some aspects of the scientific activity at
Prince Sattam bin Abdulaziz University through publishing original scientific
research in the field of educational sciences. It also aims to support researchers
in this field by providing a new publishing facility that meets the needs of

specialized researchers within the University and beyond.

Vision.

To be a distinguished journal within the global publishing rules for

publishing educational and psychological sciences research.

Objective.

The objectives of the Journal can be thoroughly specified in the following

four objectives:

1. Participating effectively with universities and domestic and international
scientific research centers to enrich the research activities in the field of

education.

2. Mobilizing outstanding researchers to get their contributions in providing
the deep and innovative scientific solutions for contemporary educational

issues.

3. Providing a publication channel for publishing original papers in the

educational and psychological disciplines.

4. Following-up conferences and scientific seminars in the field of educational

sciences.




2026 / 21447 . (2) saall o (14) sbonll By il aslall Aoma

Aga ,i pslall Al 2 iid) Oledaiy dalsd
Jialide (o plaw pel| dasls

ol Lo Al 2 5l Aanall Sl ¥ 2 b yusy 1

Baalall aclyill e aaiall alall Eomdl dag ol 4 a5 o Shuasl cmdl (55 oo @
gy aglall e¥lme 2 e alSY) gl 1S 2 Lgile Cajlaall Amgilly

ole Aegdas ¢ g ST Alell aBgn jucy GigiSIF wosdl e Sgdl Jlupl @i @
e (Eu24xeul7) pulay clzinll gueas (9S59 « Microsoft Word el
Sy ¢ Lglany Tmiall lel (@u2.5) Juslag « griladl Gle (@u2) Gusls o3
LIS 2 Alaalh g I gl e algall @uenantly lannd

IS5 age 11 3335 gl e lgal el o ¢ Baglas ik LgiSa camdl 0055 0 o2 e @
GUL 2988l &gt Traditional Arabic) dasg (16)dain Leidaag —cuamg ol-
¢ 4y 5l W ARUL A gl Gage I (Times New Roman) das g (12)daiyg « 4 !l
@855 05509 (10) @340 Gy« 33 i Laliss solacadl o ekl 980 o 3lel pe ps
il Jadl Catie 2 cilrinll

1S (8000) fpe auje Vg« LS (4000) e cmdl Cale ilalS sue Jay ¥ Lo iy @
A yote ISV g Jolamdl 0055 O i LS« gl alsglly ¢ palivioad | Aieiaie
i el ¢ &g pall Ao Lia¥l alilidly cugliall Jois ol ¢ Amumiall LgiSLal 2
Traditional) dasdl asiiwy « dmduall Galis Jolandly JISEY slal joles
Times New) dasdly o & pall cgeedl 2 Jolusdl Gie 20 (10) dan « (Arabic
g sl il 2 Joluandl (e 2 (8) dakye (Roman

205V e gl aliall alusial Gy« 3agul Bauy Lajile comdl 0sSs ol @
oo ¥ &S e Guiail] le Bunan allad 5o Al 3 aaiall 35l allas o olacest!
.(American Psychological Association . APA . 6th Edition) _ualel!

ol g 28y 5ol AR I Lgian 39 g pall ARUL g yall g | g soliall BBLs] @

e 358050l SVl Genl g Cmdl ilmiin oy paliteally Olgiall e 2 pcy ©

Almall g iSIY pBgl




2026 / 21447 . (2) saall o (14) sdonll  Zgo il aslall Aoma

il paliiadl say il ¢ &Y BUL Lalitis 0,85 30 el Gy ¢
2 dyyall UL Laliiae 33,00 3 5ulao¥l B0 cad! Gl 130y« cod! Jol 2
.3 (250-150) 390
(o] A gl 2 A B 05 B Bt (9, YT ey ¢
comd) ob iy (I9ag 01) cfim Ll puen (o9 die Lga 10ga pui )l cm Ll a2
G ol A 2 il audy Oy A ande pul dily o rd Gre @ 085 31,
il H1A! s 4o ilel o] LgiB
ol 558l gl e WU il Cypo Micwn ol 0sSs ¥ .3
oL el (g dunin o1 @Sl dilal yy359 ¢ Cmld IV amill 3 il gl 4
gy yemil) 2 Lgyglialy Cennling Lo dlgglic Sl puly« comdll 15512 Lgamy Alnll daiiss .5
o OaSon yyemill B 5l @3 (yeg ¢ Ll Hlesl @b Biage eyl Yo 3l 2 .6
Al e 4yl Bl g pe @S 1 2LV ¢ polain ¥l o3
— Y e yeal B I Lgade (ra piuill diomy Lo Hlyd oLl slas) @ W7
sl a Ml 2055 (ye
@ daatll el 2 ¥ o LIl A ellan MU A Juu 53 0 naSmll (o llas Me 3959 A1l 2.8
! Lellins] o Cnegund LaliaBl 3ute I3 Almall 3L 0 e« Lumgas 331
oLl ) alas Y L i e Azalsll @i Y Al sl 9
Be Gle Jodall PM5 (e (pdf cale) dimmy (o B le Jpuasdl caldl ety .10
- jes.psau.edu.sa g iKY Alel

5 Mika g1 0085 Y9 Vg ¢ Almall 20 3gd A8lS o33 paill con ] Jpud Sl o2 11
Al yo3 2 (e S (53] 090 ¢ Lig Il ol Liayg 3T

2 Gl el gy ¢ yadll A1l AmSSUTy il dog pd Joud il Alell Alul e 12

S e 3390l uas Vg ¢ orin Ll 13 Bgang (pe s 398l gl B 33,1501 <131 113
St




2026 / 21447 . (2) saall o (14) sbonll By il aslall Aoma

Guidelines and Rules of publication in JESPSAU.

1. The submitted manuscripts for publication in the Journal have to meet the

following conditions:

The submitted manuscript has to be original and adhere to the
academic rules of the scientific research in the fields of the educational

sciences.

A manuscript should be submitted via email and the website of the Journal.
It should be prepared as a Microsoft-word document. The page design
should be in the size (17¢.x24c.), leaving the margins of 2cm. on the two
sides, and the margins of 2.5 cm. on the top and bottom. An author can
follow the design available at the website of the Journal.

A manuscript should be written in correct language and tables and
figures (if any) should be precise and clear. It should be typed in
Traditional Arabic (font size 16) for manuscripts written in Arabic,
and in Times New Roman (font size 12) for manuscripts written in
English. The line spacing should be single-spaced and (10) between
paragraphs and the page numbering should be in the middle on the
bottom of the page.

A manuscript should not be less than (4000) words and should not be
more than (8000) words including the abstract and the notes and the
references. Tables and figures should be inserted in their respective
positions and includes all the necessary illustrations. They should fit wee
the layout of the page. Tables in manuscripts written in Arabic should
use the Traditional Arabic (font size 10), and Times New Roman

(font size 8) for tables in manuscripts written in English.

The Manuscript should be committed to the appropriate

documentation styles taking into consideration that the approved
documentation style by the Journal follows the APA style. (American
Psychological Association, APA, 6th Edition).
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* Adding the sources and references in Arabic and translating them into
English at the end of the manuscript.

e The design of the title, abstract and margins of the submitted
manuscript should follow the layout and format approved by the
Journal. The sources of the published papers available at the website

of the Journal can be taken as a model.

* An abstract in English (following an abstract in Arabic) should be
attached at the beginning the manuscript, if the manuscript is in
English, an abstract in Arabic (150-250) words should be attached.

e Submission of a manuscript implies that the work described has not
been published before or that it is not under consideration for

publication elsewhere.

2. The principal author and all the co-authors (ifany) should fill and sign a written
form that the paper to be published has not been published before and that it
is not submitted for publication elsewhere and that will not be published

elsewhere until the complete of the publication procedures in the Journal.
3. The research should not be extracted from master’s or doctoral theses.

4. The editorial board has the right for an initial evaluation of the assigned
manuscript to determine its eligibility for reviewing or rejecting it

without giving reasons.

5. The Journal has the right to produce the paper and highlight its title(s) in

a way that is commensurate with its style of editing and publishing.

6. In case of an initial acceptance of the manuscript, an author should be
notified. Then, the editorial board selects two specialized reviewers, in

a addition to selecting a third one when necessary.

7. An author should be notified with an acceptance or rejection letter within

six months since the first submission.
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8. In case of any remarks by the reviewers, they will be sent directly to the

10.

11.

12.

13.

author in order to make the necessary changes. The modified manuscript

should be sent back to the Journal within two weeks.

Manuscripts which are not accepted for publication will not be returned

to the authors.

An author can obtain a copy of his accepted paper (pdf.file) via the

website of the Journal (jes.psau.edu.sa).

In case of accepting a manuscript for publication, all rights are reserved
for the Journal. No part of this publication should not be reproduced in
any form or by any means, without the prior written permission of the
publisher (the editorial board of the Journal).

Corresponding the Journal implies agreeing to the terms and the internal
regulations of publication. The editing board has the right to determine
the priority of publishing the manuscripts.

All viewpoints mentioned in the published papers in the Journal express

the opinions of the authors. They do not necessarily reflect the opinions

of the Journal.
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Al Harbi, W. (2026). Building a Logical Thinking Scale for the High School
History Course Using Item Response Theory (Rasch Model), Journal of

Educational Science, 14 (2), 16 - 44. 10.54643/1951-014-002-001

Building a Logical Thinking Scale for the High School History Course
Using Item Response Theory (Rasch Model)

Dr. Wafa Owaidhah A Al Harbi
Ministry of Education

Loyalwafa2019@gmail.com

Abstract.

This study aimed to build a Logical Thinking scale for the high school
History course and to verify its reliability using Item Response Theory (Rasch
Model). The Rasch Model measures both item self-effect (dependency) and
true response ability (latent trail) in dichotomous scoring scales. To achieve
this aim, the descriptive analytical methodology was adopted, and the scale
was administered to a sample of 224 female high school students. The scale
reliability was measured using several statistical methods: 1) Exploratory factor
analysis, 2) the one-parameter Rasch Model, applied through the statistical
program Jamove .(2019) The results can be outlined as follows: The number
of the scale’s items is 20 , measuring logical thinking in the History course. The
scale consists of Five factors: historical reasoning, analyzing evidence,
evaluating evidence, drawing conclusions, and generating narratives. The

scale fits the assumptions of Rasch Model.

Keywords. Logical Thinking Scale, History Course , High School, Item

Response.
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Abstract.

The current study aimed to shed light on the role of professional learning
communitiesin raising the competencies ofleadersin the General Administration
of Education in the Qassim region from their point of view, and to Determine
the obstacles that limit professional learning communities in raising the
competencies of leaders. The study started from post-positivism philosophy,
using the quantitative approach according to the descriptive (survey) approach.
Data was collected using a questionnaire , which was administered to the leaders
in the Qassim Education Administration. The sample represented 32% of the
study population. Among the most prominent results: Professional learning
communities have a major role in raising the competencies of leaders in all
fields, and they are ranked in descending order as follows: Personal
competencies, intellectual competencies, administrative competencies,
technical competencies and finally a human competency. On the other hand,
the obstacles that limit professional learning communities from raising the
competencies of leaders came medium and they are arranged in descending
order as follows: Work environment obstacles are achieved, human obstacles
are achieved and finally organizational obstacles are achieved..

Keywords. Professional Learning Communities , leadership competencies,,
the General Administration of Education, Al-Qassim region.
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Abstract.

This study aimed at revealing the degree to which the Islamic University of
Madinahs contribution to promoting academic passion among international
students from their point of view. The study relied on the descriptive survey
approach, and the researcher designed an academic passion questionnaire
consisting of 40 paragraphs and three areas including (faculty members, academic
courses, and student activities), and the questionnaire was applied to a simple
random sample consisting of 422 international students. The study resulted in a
number of results, including the contribution of the Islamic University in Madinah
in promoting academic passion for international students in a large degree, with
an average account 3.61. The degree of the faculty member contributed to the
academic passion in the first place of the fields achieved with an average account
3.64, followed by the contributions of the courses with an average account 3.62,
and the contribution of student activities in the last rank came with an average
account 3.58.There are no statistically significant differences in the degree of
contribution of the Islamic University of Madinah in enhancing academic passion
among international students attributed to the variable - the difference in the
students continent, but there are statistically significant differences attributed to
the variable - the difference in the academic stage between undergraduate and
graduate students in favor of undergraduate students.

Keywordsz Islamic University of Medina, Academic Passion, International
Students.
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Abstract.

This study aims to explore the nature of the relationship between psychological
resilience and achievement motivation among female students at Umm Al-
Qura University, in addition to assessing their levels of psychological resilience
and achievement motivation. The study also seeks to identify statistically
significant differences in the students mean scores on the psychological resilience
and achievement motivation scales based on variables such as academic
specialization and age. Furthermore, it examines the correlation between
students scores on the psychological resilience scale and their scores on the
achievement motivation scale, as well as the predictive ability of psychological
resilience in forecasting achievement motivation. The researcher employed a
predictive correlational descriptive approach and utilized the Psychological
Resilience Scale (Connor & Davidson, 2003) and the Achievement Motivation
Scale (Thomas & Muthee, 2009). The study sample consisted of 400 female
students. The results yielded several key findings: The level of psychological
resilience among the students was significantly high, as was their level of
achievement motivation. Statistically significant differences were found at levels
below (0.05) in the students mean scores on the psychological resilience scale
overall, with these differences favoring students from applied colleges.
However, the results did not indicate any statistically significant differences in
students mean scores on the achievement motivation scale. Additionally,
statistically significant differences were observed in the psychological resilience
scores, favoring students aged between 18 and 20 years.

Key words. stress, descriptive, correlational , and predictive approach, tertiary
education.
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The level of awareness of the digital economy among students of Islamic
studies at Northern Borders University
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Associate Professor in Curriculum and Teaching Methods,
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Alanood.alsharari@gmail.com

Abstract.

This study aimed to assess the level of awareness regarding the digital
economy among Islamic Studies students at Northern Borders University and
to explore whether differences in awareness levels exist based on gender. The
study employed a descriptive survey methodology, collecting data through a
researcher-designed questionnaire comprising four dimensions. The study was
conducted on a sample of 137 male and female students from the Department
of Islamic Studies within the College of Humanities and Social Sciences at
Northern Borders University, representing 44.1% of the target population.
The findings revealed that students exhibited a high level of awareness of the
digital economy in the overall score and across all four dimensions, ranked as
follows: digital payment skills, Sharia rulings for digital financial transactions,
security awareness in digital financial and commercial transactions, and
e-commerce skills. Additionally, the results indicated no statistically significant
differences in digital economy awareness levels based on gender. The study
recommended revising and enhancing the curriculum for Islamic Studies
students and organizing workshops, training programs, and educational

activities aimed at improving their awareness of the digital economy.

Keywords. Awareness, digital economy, e-commerce , Islamic studies.
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prior knowledge among university students, Journal of Educational Science,

14(2), 177 - 209. 10.54643/1951-014-002-006

The effectiveness of mind mapping strategy in activating prior knowledge
among university students

Dr. Abdullah Mohammed Badn AL Subaie
Associate Professor of Curricula and Teaching Methods

Faculty of Education- Prince Sattam bin Abdualaziz University

a.alsubai@psau.edu.sa

Abstract.

This study aimed to analyze the effectiveness of using the mind mapping
strategy in activating prior knowledge among university students. To achieve this
objective, the researcher employed a quasi-experimental design, dividing the
sample into two groups: an experimental group that received instruction using
mind maps and a control group that was taught through traditional methods. The
impact was measured using a pretest—posttest achievement assessment and analyzed
through appropriate statistical methods, including Eta-squared (°1]) , to determine
the effect size. The results demonstrated a statistically significant advantage for the
experimental group, indicating that mind maps effectively enhanced students’
ability to retrieve prior knowledge, connect it to new concepts, and improve
comprehension and retention. Furthermore, the effect size analysis revealed a
very high impact of the mind mapping strategy (°1 = 0.923), underscoring its
effectiveness in facilitating learning and organizing academic information. Based
on these findings, the study recommended integrating mind mapping strategies
into university curricula, training faculty members on their effective
implementation, and developing digital educational tools to support their use.
Additionally, it called for further research to explore the impact of mind mapping
across various academic disciplines and to reinforce its application as a formative
assessment tool for measuring students” ability to retrieve and structure information.
These recommendations emphasize the importance of adopting visually interactive
teaching strategies to enhance learning quality and improve academic performance.

KCYWOI'dS: Visual learning, modern teaching strategies, educational
memory, creative thinking, cognitive organization.
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Abstract.

The study aimed to investigate the satisfaction rate of parents of students in
Irbid Governorate with distance education, provided by the Jordanian Ministry
of Education. The researcher used two tools for the study, the first focused on
the opinions of parents on distance education, and the study sample consisted
of (551) individuals of both sexes from parents who have at least one child in
government schools. The results indicated that (70.6%) of the study sample
described distance education as inappropriate. The researcher summarized the
necessary aspects that the program did not focus on in a table. The researcher
designed a proposed model extracted from the answers of the sample members
after presenting it to specialized arbitrators and obtained an approval rate of
(90%-100%). Coopers equation was used to verify stability , then the researcher
used the study tool (2). After applying it to the study sample, the data met the
necessary conditions for conducting exploratory factor analysis by applying the
Bartlet test, which allowed the analysis to be conducted. After conducting the
analysis and using orthogonal rotation and convergence of rotation, the
resulting factor matrix extracted 8 factors: design and presentation , surrounding
environment, feelings and system. Physical and psychological health,
communication and innovation, motivation and stimulation, , reassurance,

teaching. The total saturation values of the paragraphs Communalities on the
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factors after rotation amounted to 61.699% of the total variance, and the fifty
paragraphs of the questionnaire were distributed over them. The saturation of
the first factor was 13.182%, the second factor was 10.080%, and the last factor
was 3.699%. The study recommended applying the proposed model and
conducting other studies that address the effectiveness of the proposed model in

improving distance education..

Keywords. Effectiveness, distance learning, point of view ,new teaching,

parents, Irbid governorate.
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Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis.
Rotation Method: Varimax with Kaiser Normalization.

a. Rotation converged in 16 iterations.
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Abu Abbah, A. (2021). Evaluating the experience of the Kingdom of Saudi

Arabia in distance education in light of the Corona pandemic from the

point of view of parents, 7he Journal of the Islamic University for
Educational and Psychological Studies, Vol 29, No 3, 2021, pp 231-261
Vol 29, No 3, 2021, pp. 231-261.
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Abstract.

This study aims to investigate the challenges faced by teacher-researchers in
implementing collaborative action research. The study addresses the main
research question: What are the challenges faced by teacher-researchers in
graduate programs specializing in curricula and teaching methods when
applying collaborative action research? To answer this question , a questionnaire
was developed as the primary research tool. The study sample consisted of 51
teacher-researchers. A descriptive survey methodology was employed, and the
data were analyzed using descriptive quantitative methods. The results indicated
that teacher-researchers perceived the challenges of applying collaborative
action research to a moderate extent, with an average mean of 2.99. The

findings were discussed in relation to existing literature and previous studies.

Keywords: actionresearch , teacher education program, teacher-researcher,

teaching inquiry.
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Abstract.

The purpose of this study was to examine the relationship between various
predictors and teachers of students with learning disabilities’ (LD) performance
in the professional licensure specialization test. The participants included
10,282 preservice and inservice teachers of students with LD, who took the
professional licensure specialization test. A multiple regression analysis was
conducted to examine the correlation between the following predictors: as
cumulative grade point average (CGPA), General Aptitude Test (GAT)
score, Standard Achievement Admission Test (SAAT) score, years since
graduation, gender, and age and the outcome variable: teachers of students
with LD professional licensure specialization test scores. The results indicated a
significant relationship between the aforementioned predictors and teachers’
performance in the professional licensure specialization test. The implication
and recommendations for future policy, research, and practice are posed and

discussed.

Keywords. teachers of students with LD, licensure test, CGPA, GAT,
SAAT
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Introduction

Student achievement across education systems has been the central
subject among educators and reformers (Lee et al., 2023; Lim et al., 2022;
Wijaya et al., 2022). Therefore,, many countries worldwide in the past two
decades have participated in the Organization for Economic Co-operation
and Development’s (OECD) international large-scale assessments because
in order to understand how they perform compared to other countries. This
is in turn make education systems accountable and under pressure, so they
are continuously trying to find ways/methods to improve their students’
performance or achievement (World Bank, 2017), especially that students’
achievements are linked the countries long-term economic growth
(Hanushek & Woessmann, 2007; 2010). In light of that, teacher quality

has become a major and controversial subject among educators and reforms.

Education systems, nonetheless, have long focused on teacher quality
because they are noy only the real implementers of any educational initiative
but they also play a significant role on student achievement, society, and
ultimately any country’s economy (Algofaili, 2023). To ensure teacher
quality, therefore, education systems, such as Saudi Arabia, have initiated
teacher-related accountability reforms (Algofaili, 2023) in order promote
professionalism among teachers (Aldabas, 2015). One of these reforms is
teacher certification, which can be granted through professional teacher
licensure tests. These tests typically assess teachers’ knowledge needed for
professional practice, the key measure to enter most professions (Stotsky,
2009). Teacher licensure tests can inform education systems learn about
teacher performance, which help them with developing teacher education
programs, enhancing teachers’ continuous development, and promoting

the teaching profession.

Teacher licensure tests are not only critical because they guarantee teacher

quality whether before or during practicing the teaching profession

(Algofaili, 2023), but protect the society and vulnerable groups, such as
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student with special education, specifically students with learning disabilities
(LD). These students are fully in general education classrooms and commonly
struggle with academic-related difficulties (e.g., reading, writing,
mathematics) , so they need extensive support in order to succeed within the
education system. Therefore, teachers of students with LD must be equipped
with the theoretical and practical knowledge needed to support the
aforementioned students. Teachers of students with LD are required to take
two main tests after graduating from university or while being in the

profession.

Teacher Professional Licensure Tests in Saudi Arabia

The Saudi Vision 20230 focuses on human capital of all citizens, especially
teachers given their lasting impact on the countries’ economy and student
achievement. In light of that, the Saudi education system now focuses on
teacher quality more than ever. Historically, the Saudi Ministry of Education
first released and introduced the general professional standards for all teachers
in 2000/2001, then the Ministry has updated the standards twice. The
Ministry of Education in 2010 finalized an agreement with the National
Center for Assessment (NCA) to develop and conduct teacher licensure
exams, then signed a contract with Tatweer company for education services
to develop in order to establish teacher professional standards (Dimitrov &
Alsadawi, 2018).

For the fourth edition, which is the current version of the standards,
The Education and Training Evaluation Commission (ETEC) in 2017 has
extensively developed the fourth edition of the teacher’s professional
standards based on the scientific research and national/international practices
in this field. These standards are used to guide teacher preparation programs,

creating the professional tests, evaluating teacher’s professional performance,,

enhancing teacher professional development, and licensing teachers
(Professional Standards and Tracks for Teachers in Saudi Arabia, 2017).

Therefore, the aims of these standards are to foster teachers’ professionalism,
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quality and skills, competency to practice teaching; they also measure
teachers’ theoretical and practical knowledge needed to practice the teaching

profession.

There are two basic tests for that are administrated by ETEC: The General
Education Test (taken by all applicants) and a Specialized Test (taken by
each specialization and covers concepts and structure of the specialization).
The General Education Test covers the following professional domains: (1)
professional values and responsibilities, (2) professional knowledge, and

(3) professional practice. These domains cover the following 10 standards:

- Commitment to Islamic values and ethics, and strengthening the national

identity and the profession ethics
- Continuous professional development
- Professional interaction with educators/colleagues and society
- Familiarity with linguistic, quantitative, and digital skills
- Knowledge of students and their learning
- Knowledge of content specialization and teaching methods
- Knowledge of general teaching methods
- Lesson planning and implementation
- Creating interactive and supportive learning environments for students

- Assessing/evaluating students’ performance (Professional Standards and
Tracks for Teachers in Saudi Arabia, 2017).

In regards to the Specialized Test, it covers 36 various specializations. In
this paper, we focus the specialization of learning disabilities (LD). In 2020,
the ETEC released the Professional Standards for Teachers of Students with
LD. Therefore, the LD Specialization Test includes the following 18
standards (with 108 indicators):

- Philosophy, concepts, policies and foundations

- General causes of disability , developmental characteristics and individual

differences
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- Principles and methods of measurement, evaluation and diagnosis in

special education

- Individualized educational program and the its implementation

procedures
- The concept of early intervention and its applied practices
- The concept of inclusive education and its applications
- Positive behavior support programs (PBS)

- Mastering the roles of counseling, collaborative teamwork, and

teamwork in special education

- The teacher develops independent skills and offers transition programs

for students with disabilities

- The concept and importance of family partnership in special education

- Knowledge about the general foundations in field of learning disabilities

- Knowledge of the general characteristics of students with learning
disabilities

- Knowledge of how students with learning disabilities learn

- Knowledge of teaching methods for students with learning disabilities

- Designing comprehensive learning programs in the field of learning
disabilities

- Providing learning opportunities for students with learning disabilities

- Reinforcing learning for students with learning disabilities

- Knowledge of the concept and methods of measuring, diagnosing, and
evaluating students with learning disabilities (Professional Standards for

Teachers of Students with Learning Disabilities, 2020).

It should be noted that the General Education and the Specialization

Tests are administrated in Arabic language, come in computer based and

paper-based formats, last for roughly three hours, and their scores are valid
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for five years from the results date. If they do not obtain a passing score or
wish to improve their scores, the examinees are eligible to retake the tests in
accordance with the annual testing dates. However, they are not required to
retake both tests if they do not pass either of the tests. Teachers’ license
standards and tracks include three professional rankings: practicing teacher,

advanced teacher, and expert teacher (see Table 1).

Table (1)

Teacher Professional Rankings and Definitions

Teacher Profes- .
Definition

sional Ranking

A teacher who has mastered the basic knowledge and skills in the field of|
teaching and educational practices and has positive attitudes towards
. teaching. He applies knowledge and skill in educational situations to im-
Practicing

prove student learning, is involved in learning communities, and is com-
mitted to develop his/her knowledge, skills, and attitudes under the super-

vision and support of experts

A teacher with extensive knowledge in the field of teaching and educa-
tional practices, effectively employing knowledge and skill in the learning
environment to achieve comprehensive growth for students. A founder of
Advanced professional relationships among colleagues, a developer and publisher of]|
new teaching methods, supportive of his colleagues, promoter of positive
attitudes towards teaching, and is committed to evaluating and self-devel-

opment of his knowledge, skills, and attitudes

A distinguished teacher with comprehensive and deep knowledge and
high educational experience in the field of teaching and holds original
educational values. He has the ability to conduct action research, to pro-
Expert duce knowledge and employ it creatively in the learning environment to
achieve comprehensive growth for students. He leads development initia-
tives at the level of the school environment and the local community to

improve and design educational programs; he is supporting, motivating

and evaluating his colleagues, leading them towards teaching creativity.

Source: Education and Training Evaluation Commission (2022)
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Teachers advance from ranking to another based on certain qualifications and
requirements (Terms of Professional License for Education Jobs, 2022). These
qualifications and requirements include level of degree (associate, bachelors,
master, or doctorate), years of experience, and minimum score obtained for

both the professional licensure general and specializations tests (see Table 2).

Table (2)
Qualifications and Requirements to Obtain Professional Teacher Licensure in Saudi Arabia
Minimum Score Required for both the General and
Degree Years of Teaching Specialized Tests
Experience
50-69 70-79 80 or more
Associate Not required Teacher Teacher Teacher
Less than 6 Practicing Practicing Practicing
Bachelor 6-11 Practicing Advanced Advanced
and more 11 Practicing Advanced Expert
Less than 5 Practicing Practicing Practicing
Master 5-9 Practicing Advanced Advanced
and more 9 Practicing Advanced Expert
Less than 4 Practicing Practicing Practicing
Doctorate 4-7 Practicing Advanced Advanced
or more 7 Practicing Advanced Expert

Source: Education and Training Evaluation Commission (2022)

Related Literature

Many teacher licensure-related studies have investigated this subject
from different angels. Multiple research teams ( Clotfelter et al., 2007, 2010;
Goldhaber, 2007; Goldhaber & Hansen, 2010; Goldhaber et al., 2017;
Hendricks, 2015; Sass, 2015) internationally have examined the relationship
between student achievement and teacher performance in licensure tests and
found that the latter predicted student achievement. Clotfelter et al. (2007;

2010), for example, indicated that a one standard deviation increase in

licensure test scores is associated with improvements in student achievement
of roughly 0.005— 0.015 standard deviations.
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Special education studies, however, revealed mixed results that teacher
certification is related to student with disabilities’ achievement. Gilmour
(2020), for example, examined the relationship between students with
learning disabilities (LD) or emotional/behavioral disorders (EBD)’s
performance in state math and English language arts (ELA) assessments and
teacher certification type (special education or dual-certified in special
education and another area compared to general education-certified teachers.
The overall results revealed no relationship between academic achievement
and the type of teacher certification, which confirmed the results found
previously in Gage et al.’s (2017) study that revealed no association between
certification and the academic gains of students with emotional and behavioral
disorders (EBD). Feng and Sass (2015), however, reported that students
with disabilities who were taught by a special education certified teacher

made small but statistically significant gains in reading and mathematics.

Waithin the context of Saudi Arabia, multiple scholars have studied the
teacher licensure subject through different lenses. Alghathbar (2020), for
example, surveyed 1634 teachers to identify the obstacles of implementing
professional license in Saudi Arabia based on the following variables:
certification type, academic qualification, and years of experience, and
professional management. The results identified the following as the
obstacles of implementing teacher license: teacher education program,
teachers’ perception of professional license, professional development
programs, and mechanisms of implementing teacher professional license.
Hemdi and Alshahrani (2021) examined the relationship between of
teacher professional license and teachers’ professionalism and found a
significant relationship between the aforementioned variables. Algofaili
(2023) also studied the impact of obtaining teachers’ license on professional
development of 151 math teachers in Majmaa city and found a significant
eftect of professional license on teachers’ professional development in the

following domains: values and responsibilities, professional knowledge,

and professional practice. Finally, Alzahrani (2022) examined the
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relationship between teacher license and the teaching performance of 237
science teachers and indicated the teacher license can moderately enhance
teachers’ performance in the following areas: values and responsibilities,

knowledge , and practice.

Significance, Purpose, and Research Questions

Previous studies within the Saudi Arabian context have focused on some
aspects related to teacher certification and professional license tests, such as
identifying the obstacles of implementing professional license (Alghathbar,
2020), the relationship between of teacher professional license and teachers’
professionalism (Algofaili, 2023; Hemdi & Alshahrani, 2021), and teacher
license and the teaching performance (Alzahrani, 2022), they did not focus
on teachers’ performance in the professional licensure tests in relation to various
variables. However, none of these studies have focused on teachers’
performance in the professional licensure tests in relation to various variables. In
the case of teachers of students with LD, as known, they are the implementers
of inclusion of the aforementioned students, meaning they have to be prepared
to accommodate, teach, and support these students. The best indication that
these teachers are prepared is their performance in the teacher licensure tests,
yet it is still questionable which variables aftecting teachers of students with

LD’s performance in the licensure specialization exam.

This study is, therefore, significant and can contribute to the education
field and specifically special education field for the following reasons. First,
it uncovers teachers of students with LD’s performance in the professional
licensure specialization test as well as its relation to various predictors, such
as cumulative grade point average (CGPA), General Aptitude Test (GAT)
score, Standard Achievement Admission Test (SAAT) score, years since
graduation, gender, and age. Second, this study will inform education
policymakers, scholars, and other stakeholders about the main factors

affecting teachers of students with LD in the professional licensure

specialization test. Third, this study can help teacher education programs
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with improving and rethinking their current practices, especially the ones
related to preservice teachers. Fourth, this paper will inform policymakers
in the education system about the current performance of teachers of
students with LD in the professional licensure specialization test. Finally,
this study will help and guide interested researchers on how to support
preservice and inservice teachers with professional licensure tests, especially

the specialization one.

The purpose of this study, nonetheless, is to examine the relationship
between teachers of students with LD’s performance in the professional
licensure specialization test and the following predictors: CGPA, GAT
score, SAAT score, years since graduation, gender, and age. I specifically
intend to understand which variables significantly predict teachers of students
with LD’s performance in the professional licensure specialization test

through addressing the following questions:

1. What is the current status of teachers of students with LD’s performance

in the professional licensure specialization test?

2. To what extent do CGPA, GAT score, SAAT score, years since
graduation, gender, and age predict teachers of students with LD’s

performance in the professional licensure specialization test?

Methods

Participants and Procedure

The data were requested and collected from the National Center for
Assessment (NCA) in the Education and Training Evaluation Commission
(ETEC). The sample consisted of 10,282 who graduated from university or

inservice teachers of students with LD in Saudi Arabia. The teacher studied

in 24 public and private universities and took the professional licensure LD
specialization test in 2020-2021 or 2021-2022. There were 5272 females
(51.3%) and 5010 males (48.7%).
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Measures

Cumulative Grade Point Average (CGPA)

CGPA is the GPA that teachers of students with LD obtain at the time of
graduating from the university. The CGPA is represented on scale of 4, 5,
or 100 depending on the university. However, it was converted in this study

to account for the university’s GPA variations.

General Aptitude Test (GAT)

The GAT isa general cognitive ability test developed by the NCA (ETEC).
Students usually take such test before or after graduating from high school
because it is an admission requirement for the Saudi universities. It measures
two different cognitive areas: the verbal (GAT-V) and quantitative (GAT-Q).
The GAT-V contains 65 multiple-choice questions covering three content-
specific domains: analogy (21 items), sentence completion (17 items), and
reading comprehension (27 items). The GAT-Q includes 55 multiple- choice
items covering five content areas: arithmetic (20 items) , geometry (13 items) ,
algebra statistical and analytical (15 items), and comparison questions (7
items). Previous studies (e.g., Dimitrov, 2013; Dimitrov et al., 2015;
Dimitrov & Shamrani, 2015) have revealed that GAT is a reliable test since the
alpha reliabilities range from 0.73 to 0.82 for both verbal and quantitative
sections. The total score of the GAT was used in this study.

Standard Achievement Admission Test (SAAT)

The SAAT is standard achievement admission test developed and
administered by NCA (ETEC). It focuses on the content of the three-year
scientific curriculum of high schools in Saudi Arabia. For the high school
science track, it covers and assesses four main areas: Biology, Chemistry,
Physics, and Mathematics for the high school humanities track, it covers the

following main subjects: Hadeeth (Prophet’s Tradition) and Islamic

Culture, Monotheism and Jurisprudence, Arabic Syntax, Morphology and
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Literature, History, and Geography. The SAAT paper-based comprises of
110 multiple-choice questions, while the SAAT computer-based contains
88 questions, which are distributed as follows: 20% of each subject for the
first year of the high school syllabus, 30% of each subject for the second year
of the high school syllabus, and 50% of each subject for the third year of the
high school syllabus. The testing time for each section is 25 minutes. Previous
studies (e.g., Tsaousis etal., 2018) have reported that SAAT is reliable test,

with alpha reliabilities ranging from 0.62 to 0.74. The total score of the GAT

was used in this study.

Y ears Since Graduation

The graduation date represents the number of years since the teacher
graduated from the university. In the raw data, the graduation date was
represented by the exact year of graduation; however, the exact years were

converted into the number of years since gradation.

Gender

The gender was represented with male or female.
Age

In the raw data, the age was represented with birthdate (e.g., 1988);

however, the birthdates were converted to represent ages (e.g., 34 years).

Performance in the Specialization Professional License Test

The professional licensure specialization test is a standardized test that
measures the teachers theoretical and practical knowledge in their own
specializations (in this case, the LD specialization). This test represents the
scores that teachers of students with LD attained after taking the professional
licensure specialization test. This test consists of 18 standards (with 108
indicators) , and they were mentioned in a previous section. The total score

of the professional licensure specialization test was used in this study.
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Data Analysis

Depending on the data type, difterent statistical methods (descriptive and
regression) were used to analyze the research questions. The Statistical Package
for Social Science (SPSS) software version 26 was used to analyze all data. All
analyses were conducted using p < .01 as a level of statistical significance.
Descriptive statistics were computed to: (1) provide more information related
to the research questions and (2) describe the sample on the basis of background
information (e.g., scores of the professional licensure specialization test,
gender, age, etc.). The following steps were performed before analyzing the
data: (1) birthdates were converted into ages, (2) graduation years were
converted into years since graduation, and (3) universities had different CGPA

limits (of 4, 5, or 100), so they were all converted into percentages of 100.

Research Question 1

What is the current status of teachers of students with LD’s performance in
the professional licensure specialization test? Descriptive statistics (e.g., mean,
standard deviation, frequencies, percentages) were used to describe teachers of

students with LD’s performance in the professional licensure specialization test.

Research Question 2

To what extent do CGPA, GAT score, SAAT score, graduation date,
gender, and age predict teachers of students with LD’s performance in the
professional licensure specialization test? To analyze this question, multiple
regression analysis was used to examine the correlation between CGPA,
GAT score, SAAT score, graduation date, gender, and age and performance
of teachers of students with LD in the professional licensure specialization
test. The multiple regression analysis was chosen because it is a statistical
model that predicts the value of a dependent variable, in this study: the scores
of professional licensure specialization test and a collection of predictors
(independent variables), in this study: CGPA, GAT score, SAAT score,
graduation date, gender, and age (Berk, 2020).
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Results

In order to address the study’s research questions, the results section
included the following sections. First, descriptive statistics of participants’
demographics (gender, age, and years since graduation) and their CGPA,
GAT, SAAT, and teacher licensure test scores are presented. Second, the
correlation among variables and the collinearity tests are explained. Finally,
the regression coefticients of the relationship between the study’s predictors
and teachers of students with LD’s teacher licensure specialization test scores

are presented and discussed.

Research Question 1. What is the current status of teachers of
students with LD’s performance in the professional licensure
specialization test?

As shown in Table 3, the number of female teachers was 5272 (51.3%).
The participants age ranged from 22 to 54 with a mean of 31 (SD = 5.7).
The age was coded into five groups; the majority of participants aged from
28 to 34 years old (n = 4809, 46.8%), while the least common age group
was 49-54 years old with only 80 teachers (.8%). The participants’ years
since graduation ranged from 1-15, with a mean of 7.5 years (SD = 4.88).
The years since graduation was coded into four groups, and more than half

of the teachers (57.4%) graduated for over eight years (from 8-15 years).

Table (3)
Participants’ Demographics
Frequency Percentage

Gender

Male 5010 48.7
Female 5272 51.3

Age

22-27 3321 32.3

28-34 4809 46.8

35-41 1424 13.8
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Frequency Percentage
42-48 648 6.3
49-54 80 8.
Years since Graduation
1-3 2022 19.7
4-7 2340 22.8
8-11 2988 29.1
12-15 2907 28.3

After converting the university CGPA into percentages, the results
indicated that teachers had a mean CGPA of 83.73 (SD = 199.94). The GAT
scores ranged from 48 to 98, with a mean of 70.72 (SD = 7.79). The GAT
score was coded into five groups; the most prevalent group was 67-77 (n =
3222, 31.3%), while the least common group was 90-98 (n = 268, 2.6%).
The SAAT scores ranged from 42 to 98 with a mean of 66.95 (SD = 8.26).
The SAAT score was coded into five groups; the most prevalent group was
54-65 (n = 2566, 24.6%) , while the least common group was 90-98 (n =
28, .3%). The teachers’ scores in the professional specialization test ranged
from 16-87, with a mean of 50.86 (SD = 10.45), meaning the average test
score of teachers is 50 points, which is the required passing score. The teacher
licensure specialization test score was coded into five groups; nearly half of the
teachers (n = 5063, 49.2%) scored between 45 to 59 points, while the least
common group was 16-29 (n = 72, .7%) (Table 4).

Table (4)
Participants’ GAT, SAAT, and Teacher Licensure Specialization Test Scores
Frequency Percentage Missing N (%)
GAT (28.7%) 2951
48-57 334 3.2
58-66 1984 19.3
67-77 3222 31.3
78-89 1523 14.8
90-98 268 2.6
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Frequency Percentage Missing N (%)
SAAT (46%) 4731
42-53 143 1.4
54-65 2566 24.9
66-77 2142 20.8
78-89 672 6.5
90-98 28 3%.
TLSTS
16-29 72 0.7
30-44 2953 28.7
45-59 5063 49.2
60-74 2052 20.0
75-87 142 1.4

Note. GAT = General Aptitude Test, SAAT = Standard Achievement Admission Test, TLS-
TA = Teacher Licensure Specialization Test Score

Collinearity Test

As shown in Table 5, there is a significant correlation among the study
variables at (pS0.0l); however, there is no significant correlation between
the following variables (Age & CGPA), (CGPA & GAT), and (years since
graduation & teacher licensure specialization test score). Before running the
multiple regression technique, therefore, the tolerance and the variance
inflation factor (VIF) tests were run to check for multicollinearity between
the independent variables. The VIFs for independent variables ranged from
1.012t0 2.784, which indicated that slightly no multicollinearity to moderate
multicollinearity between the study’s independent variables (Table 5).

Table (5)
Correlation between the Study Variables and Collinearity Tests

Correlation among Variables Collinearity Tests

Age Gender| YSG |[CGPA| GAT |SAAT | TLSTS| Tolerance | VIF

Age 1 0.488 2.047

Gender | **-0.561 1 0.561 1.784
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Correlation among Variables Collinearity Tests

Age Gender| YSG |[CGPA| GAT |SAAT | TLSTS| Tolerance | VIF

YSG **0.628 | **-0.453 1 0.584 1.713
CGPA 0.020 |*-0.045|"-0.053| 1 0.988 1.012
GAT **0.281 | *-0.275| *0.156 | 0.023 1 0.582 1.718
SAAT | **0.430 |™-0.528| *0.274 | 0.058 | **0.640| 1 0.448 2.231

Note. ** significant at 0.01.

Note. CGPA = Cumulative Grade-Point Average, GAT = General Aptitude Test, SAAT =
Standard Achievement Admission Test, TLSTA = Teacher Licensure Specialization Test
Score, VIF = variance inflation factor, YSG= Years Since Graduation

Research Question 2. To what extent do CGPA, GAT score,
SAAT score, graduation date, gender, and age predict teachers
of students with LD’s performance in the professional licensure
specialization test?

A stepwise multiple regression was conducted to examine the relationship
between the following variables: age, gender, years since graduation,
CGPA, GAT, and SAAT, and the outcome variable: teachers of students
with LD’s licensure specialization test score. The analysis was conducted
using p < .001 as a level of statistical significance. As shown in Table 6, the
results revealed that there is a significant moderate relationship (R = .488)
between the combination of the predictors (Age, gender, years since
graduation, CGPA, GAT, and SAAT) and teachers of students with LD’s
licensure specialization test score at p < .001, and the R? value of .238
explained 24% of the variance in the outcome in teacher licensure
specialization score with F = (6, 5119) = 267.091, p < .000.

The individual relationships between each predictor and teachers of
students with LD’s licensure specialization test score were further assessed.
The results indicated that there was a significant positive relationship between
age (B = .14, t = 8.027, p <.001) and years since graduation (B = .063, t

=3.937, p <.001) and teacher licensure specialization test scores, as well as

a significant negative relationship between gender (B = -.147, t = -9.015,




ranaiill Aigll Gad Il HLanl 2 qlall cligais ales elal e 355501 Jalgall

p <.001) and teachers’ licensure specialization test scores. In addition, GAT
(B =.242, t = 15.111, p < .001) and SAAT (B = .272, t = 14.937, p <
.001) had significant positive weights, meaning that students with higher
GAT and SAAT scores tend to have higher scores in teachers’ licensure
specialization test scores. However, there was no significant correlation

between CGPA and teachers’ licensure specialization test scores (B = .016,
t=1.321, p = .187).

Table (6)
Regression Coeflicients of the Relationship between Predictors and

Teacher Licensure Specialization Test Score

B SE B t p 95%CI
Constant ~5.489 2.340 -2.345 0.019 [-0.901 ,~10.076]
Age 0.497 0.062 0.140 8.027 0.000 [0.618 ,0.376]
Gender ~2.962 0.329 —0.147 -9.015 0.000 [-2.318 ,-3.607]
YSG 0.187 0.047 0.063 3.937 0.000 [0.280 ,0.094]
CGPA 0.001 0.001 0.016 1.321 0.187 [0.002 ,0.000]
GAT 0.313 0.021 0.242 15.111 0.000 [0.353 ,0.272]
SAAT 0.343 0.023 0.272 14.937 0.000 [0.388 ,0.298]
Note. Significant at 0.01.
Note. CGPA = Cumulative Grade-Point Average, GAT = General Aptitude Test, SAAT =
Standard Achievement Admission Test, SE = Standard Error, YSG= Years Since Graduation

Discussion

The purpose of this study was to examine the relationship between
various predictors, such as age, gender, years since graduation, CGPA,
GAT, and SAAT, and the criterion variable: teachers of students with LD’s
licensure specialization test scores. Given previous studies within the Saudi
context have focused on difterent teacher licensure-related subjects and
topics, such as identifying obstacles encountering the implementation of

professional license standards (e.g., Alghathbar, 2020), the relation

between obtaining professional teacherlicensure and teachers’ professionalism
(e.g., Algofaili, 2023; Hemdi & Alshahrani, 2021), and how obtaining
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teacher license affect teachers’ teaching performance (e.g., Alzahrani,
2022), this study further focused on how various factors could predict
teachers of students with LD’s performance in teacher licensure specialization
exam. As the drivers and implementers of any educational reform (e.g.,
inclusive education) , we need to ensure that teachers are prepared to teach
and support ourstudents, especially when it comes to vulnerable populations,,
such as students with LD who are included in general education classrooms
and receive specialized support with mathematics, reading, and writing in

resource classrooms. One of the best methods is teacher licensure tests.

In light of that, there were few major findings of this study. First, it
seems that the number of teachers graduating from universities has decreased
from 2007 till 2022. More than half of the teachers has graduated for over
eight years. The number of teachers graduating from a year to three years
was 2022 (19.7%), while the number of the ones graduating from 12 to 15
years was 2907 (28.3%). This may be due to the special education programs,
including LD programs, accepting lower number of students throughout
the years, meaning less teachers are graduating in the upcoming years.
Second, teachers’ average score in the professional licensure specialization
test was 50.86 (SD = 10.45), which equals to the grade threshold (50 points
or more), given it is the required minimum score to pass the test. Having
said that the professional licensure specialization test measures teachers’
theoretical and practical knowledge in their own specialization, which is
needed to teach and support the students, this score is at the lower end.
Previous studies (e.g., Alghathbar, 2020; Algofaili, 2023) focused on
teachers’ performance on the general teacher licensure test in relation to

other factors, but not on the teacher licensure specialization exam.

Third, the multiple regression analysis indicated that there was a
significantly moderate relationship between the combination of the predictors
age, gender, years since graduation, CGPA, GAT, and SAAT and teachers

of students with LD’s performance in the teacher licensure specialization

test; the predictors together also explained 24% of the variance in the outcome
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variable, meaning 76% of the variance can be explained by other different
variables. The further comparison among the predictors revealed interesting
results. The relationship between the age and teacher licensure test scores
was significant and positive, which is similar to the relationship between
years since graduation and teacher licensure exam scores. Gender, however,
had significant but negative relationship with teacher licensure test scores.
Teachers with higher scores in GAT and SAAT tended to have higher scores
in teacher licensure specialization test. SAAT is played the highest role in
teachers’ test scores (B = .272, t = 14.937, p <.001), while CGPA did not

explain or have any relation with teachers’ test scores.

Limitations

Regardless of the significant findings, this study has several limitations.
The first limitation is related to the participants’ university demographics. It
would have been a deeper study if the university-related variables were
available for the researcher. Obtaining universities’-related characteristics
can give insightful results about teachers’ performance in the teacher licensure
specialization test; in other words, given those teachers studied in teacher
education programs within the university, so having the information related
to the teacher education programs can provide in-depth understanding about
the teacher’s performance in the teacher licensure tests. Second, the scores
for the test” questions were provided but not for the 18 LD teacher licensure
specialization standards; having such rich information would have given
more insights about teachers’ performance, especially when it comes to each
standard; if scores for each standard were provided, this study would have
mor insightful results about the teachers’ performance in the specialization
test. Third, teachers’ years of experience and whether teachers are preservice
or inservice were not obtained. It would be interesting to compare the
performance in the specialization test among inservice and preservice

teachers. This would provide more insight related to whether/whether not

being an inservice teacher play a role in the test results.
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Implications and Recommendations

This study poses multiple implications for policy, research, and practice.
First, this study helps policymakers with developing and improving
professional standards for teachers. In other words, especially after learning
about teacher performance in the professional licensure specialization test,
policymakers may revisit the standards and collaborate with teacher education
programs. This collaboration may flourish into reforming teacher education
programs, thus improving their curriculum-related standards and content,
thus enhancing the teachers’ practical and theoretical knowledge. Second, it
would be worthwhile for future researchers to investigate the relationship
between other factors, such as teaching experience and the teaching status
(inservice vs preservice teachers), on teachers of students with LD’s
performance in the teachers’ licensure tests. Third, future research may
investigate the relationship between universities-related characteristics and
teachers’” performance in the licensure tests. Diving into such topic can help
education stakeholder uncover and identify the main factors affecting
teachers’ theoretical and practical knowledge, thus scores on the teacher
licensure exams. Finally, future research may consider investigating teachers’
perception of the teacher licensure tests. This study can be insightful since it
can provide the test agent (the NCA at ETEC) more understanding about
how to revisit and improve the professional licensure tests, so they can
accurately measure teachers’ knowledge and practice, and whether/whether

not ready for the teaching profession.

Given the aforementioned implications, the following recommendations

can be posed:

- Revisiting and constantly revising professional licensure general and

specialization tests’ standards.

- Evaluating teacher education programs’ theoretical and practical

frameworks as well as their current practices.
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- Providinginservice and preservice teachers with professional development
opportunities that inform teachers aboutlicensure tests and their criticality

for their profession.

- Evaluating the current teacher licensure exams in order to enhance and
improve their accuracy in measuring teachers’ theoretical and practical

knowledge.

- Investigating the relationship between university-related factors (e.g.,
ranking, quality of programs) and teachers’ performance on teacher

licensure exams.
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Abstract.

COVID-19 has significantly impacted the educational field, when learners
were not able to attend schools in person, interactive online programs rapidly
became more prevalent. During the pandemic, Saudi Arabia’s innovative
digital and distance education benefited around six million students. This study
investigates mothers’ perspectives on summer online learning programs and
their rationale for choosing them. The research was conducted in Madinah,
Saudi Arabia, during the summer vacation of 2021-2022. In this illustrative
case study, The Youth Academy, was chosen because it fulfilled the criteria for
the research topic investigated , namely , specializing in teaching younglearners.
The research revealed that mothers’ reasons for enrolling their children in
summer online learning programs included ease of access, aftordability, and
the fact that their children now tend to be digitally literate. Children’s attitudes
towards online learning have also changed since the pandemic, having attended
online classes at home and only recently returning to school. Parents’ level of
involvementin their children’s education during the pandemic rapidly increased
due to the unprecedented global changes. This study found that mothers had
chosen programs based upon their children’s needs, previously acquired
knowledge and skills, their familiarity with online learning, and the accessibility
of online programs. Strategies used by teachers to engage students included
sending Zoom links and using electronic stickers. However, some mothers

reported facing resistance from their children in engaging in online programs
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due to the long duration of classes and others were concerned about the
additional cost of online courses. Overall, the study highlights the importance

of parental involvement in fostering positive online learning experiences for

children during the summer vacation..

Keywords. online learning; summer activities; parental involvement;

children; qualitative research.
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Introduction

COVID-19 has transformed education, and at the time of writing,
educational institutes are only gradually reverting to face-to—face classroom
teaching. As learners start to return to school, the provision of online
educational programs during the COVID-19 restrictions clearly afforded
some continuity in their learning. According to the World Bank (2022),
Saudi Arabia’s innovative digital and distance education during the pandemic
benefited approximately six million school students. This widescale
implementation and high uptake of online learning programs by educational
institutions and families rapidly improved students’ digital literacy, also

altering the pedagogical approaches taken by teachers.

In response to these changes, several websites and application developers
have advertised programs aimed at equipping school-age learners with
various academic and learning skills at home. The present study was
conducted in Madinah, western Saudi Arabia, during the summer vacation
of the academic year 2021--2022. At the time, school students had been
taught via various operational models and blended learning scenarios while

their schools had been shut or partially shut.

The study specifically explores mothers’ perspectives with respect to
summer online learning programs, their rationale for enrolling their children
in them, and whether the implementation of online learning during the
COVID-19 restrictions influenced their decision. The main question is as
follows: How do mothers choose and evaluate online summer programs for
their children?

1. Why do mothers choose online programs for their children during the

summer vacation?

2. How do mothers describe their children’s attitudes toward the summer

online program chosen?
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This study aims to address a gap in research concerning parental
motivations for enrolling their children in nonformal online summer
educational programs. While the benefits of online learning have been
explored in various contexts (Means, 2010; Yu, Yu, Li, & Wang, 2023),
research on parental decision-making specifically related to summer online
programs remains limited. This study employs a single exploratory case study
design to investigate the rationale behind parental choices for a particular
online summer program provider (Yin, 2018). The chosen provider fulfills
the criteria outlined above, such as offering a variety of nonformal educational

programs during the summer break.

Influence of COVID_19 on learning environments

Online learning was implemented on a global scale during the COVID-19
pandemic. Consequently, severalstudieshaveinvestigateditsimplementation.
For example, in Pakistan, Adnan and Anwar (2020) considered students’
perspectives regarding online learning during the COVID-19 pandemic in a
higher education context. Else, Dhawan (2020) reported that before
COVID-19, some educational organizations were reluctant to embrace
blended learning but that the pandemic forced them to switch to this mode,
which then prompted flourishing growth in educational technology start-
ups in India. From another angle, Fauzi and Khusuma (2020) examined
primary teachers’ views related to online learning during the COVID-19

pandemic in Indonesia.

Undoubtedly, the educational field benefited extensively from the
implementation of online learning during the COVID-19 pandemic, as
educational institutions worldwide switched to online learning. In today’s
post-COVID-19 world, the impact of this shift continues to be felt. This
study argues that nonformal structured online learning is continuing to
develop as a result of children’s digital aptitude and skills in online learning.

These modes of learning must also meet parents’ need for reassurance that

their children are achieving the requisite learning level to advance.
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While numerous educational apps are available to help children learn
various skills and gain experience, this study specifically focuses on structured
online courses provided by educational organizations via live virtual lessons.
The Saudi Ministry of Education established a model for such provisions
during school closures. Although prior research has evaluated the impact of
COVID-19 onformallearning, the present study advances the understanding
of this topic by exploring the situation since the pandemic within the context

of nonformal education.

Parental selection of online vacation programs

The decisions made by parents regarding their childrens education
significantly influence and mold the course of their learning journey. In a
recent study by Al-harthi (2023), a new level, ‘parental involvement’, was
proposed as an addition to Hoover-Dempsey and Sandler’s model to reflect
situations in which parents find themselves involved in their children’s
learning due to external influences. The present study explored mothers’
choices through Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological Systems Theory, in which
human development is suggested to be influenced by several systems; the
microsystem, which represents individuals’ immediate surroundings,
including roles and actors; and the mesosystem, which encompasses the
interconnected systems and relationships that individuals form within these
systems. The ecosystem includes indirect contexts, such as teacher—parent
relationships, and the macrosystem, which is a broader cultural system
(Brofenbrenner, 1979; Duerden & Witt, 2010).

Learning takes difterent forms in people’s lives and at different levels. For
example, formal education is widely accepted as a form of education in which
learning processes occur inside schools and where specific teaching models and
pedagogical approaches are implemented (de Grado & Lana, 2022). A vital
aspect of this form of education involves setting teaching goals and evaluating

learning outcomes (Tisza et al., 2019). Alternatively, less formal types of

education also occur daily as learners acquire skills through community
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interactions in either guided or spontaneous settings. Davies and Eynon (2013,
p. 330) define informal learning as an educational process arising outside the
constructs and boundaries of formal education. Informal learning is characterized
by self-directed, collaborative learning, which is not restricted to a particular
subject or topic. Notably , some scholars (Lewin & Charania, 2018) distinguish
between informal and nonformal education , highlighting their characterization
of nonformal education. They argue that nonformal education is characterized
by the absence of formal credit for learners’ learning (Ainsworth & Eaton,
2010). In this form of education, learners have additional choices and are more
engaged in social interactions (Lewin & Charania, 2018); thus, informal
education is a form of spontaneous experimental learning that is not formally
organized (Ainsworth & Eaton, 2010).

Children learn in many different ways; according to Eshach (2007),
they learn in and out of school, and informal modes of learning arise naturally
and are inevitable. Eshach’s study evaluated informal learning in the domain
of science in depth and concluded that out-of-school learning encompasses
two main domains, the cognitive and the affective. Furthermore, the study
highlights the challenges of integrating informal learning approaches into
formal learning contexts. This study focuses on informal education that takes
place outside the classroom setting. Thus, it is informed by relationships that
characterize the different systems by which children learn, as identified by
Bronfenbrenner’s ecological system theory (Duerden & Witt, 2010)

Childrenss attitudes toward summer programs

The summer vacation of the academic year 2021--2022 was unique, as
during that year, schools had been gradually reopening their premises to
hold onsite blending learning. Summer vacations can affect childrens
routines, not only with respect to formal learning. According to Olds et al.
(2019), children spend approximately 15% of their time at school annually
and 25% on holidays. Their study, which was conducted in Australia,

compared 24 activities between school and holiday periods in 366 Australian
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children. They reported that children generally spend 140 minutes doing
homework after school at term, which they do not continue with during the
holiday. They were compensated by sleeping 40 minutes longer, having 58
minutes more screen time, and 35 minutes more domestic or social time.
The children in the study spent 10 minutes less engaged in vigorous physical
activity during the vacation, although their time spent sitting fell by 33
minutes per day during the holidays. Thus, their estimated total daily energy

expenditure was 5.4% lower during vacations.

Other studies have considered how summer vacations impact families.
For example, Shaw et al. (2008) discussed the impact of family vacations on
tamily constructs. They highlighted the importance of vacations in bringing
family members together and developing communication, noting their role
in creating memories among family members, which serves to reinforce
bonds and maintain family cohesion long term. Although Shaw et al.s study
did not relate directly to the research question posed here, it emphasized the
significance of families spending time together during summer vacations and

engaging in activities with benefits other than formal learning.

Methodology

This qualitative study assumes an ontological stance that reality is
subjective and socially constructed, as both mothers and children uniquely
experience and interpret online learning within their social and cultural
contexts. Grounded in the researcher’s background in childhood studies, it
explores parental decision-making regarding online education during
summer in Saudi Arabia, recognizing that choices are shaped by lived
experiences rather than objective truths. Epistemologically, the study aligns
with interpretivism, viewing knowledge as co-constructed through
interactions with participants. This justifies the use of interviews and
observations to capture diverse perspectives and contextual depth. Rather

than extracting isolated data points , the study engages deeply with participants

to uncover the complex social and personal factors influencing parental
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choices. By interpreting these insights in an authentic setting, the research
provides a holistic understanding of how the evolving educational landscape,,
particularly post-COVID-19, has shaped parents perceptions of online
learning. Hence, the research adopts a qualitative case study approach,
allowing the researcher to use several tools to explore targeted cases in depth
(Creswell & Poth, 2018). It examines mothers reasons for enrolling their
children in a summer online learning program. Understanding mothers
perspectives on online learning in nonformal education is crucial, as they
directly shape their childrens engagement, digital literacy, and motivation
within Bronfenbrenner’s microsystem. As nonformal education expands
globally, examining maternal attitudes provides valuable insights into its
effectiveness and the sociocultural factors influencing parental decision-
making. Given their active role in this process, mothers’ perspectives are
key to optimizing online learning experiences for young learners. A
qualitative case study approach is ideal for exploring the intricacies and
drivers that inform decision-making processes. By applying ecological
systems theory to the analysis of maternal decision-making, a comprehensive
understanding can be gained regarding how interactions between various
levels of ecological systems and broader societal and cultural factors shape
decisions. The present study uses direct observation and in-depth interviews
to comprehensively understand the selected case. The following inclusion

criteria were applied to sample selection:
1. The programs must be for children (preprimary and early primary stages);
2. The programs must have accounts on social networks; and

3. The programs run during the summer holiday.

The importance of this study is that it aims to fill a research gap identified by
researchers concerning the uptake of nonformal online education during
summer holidays, exploring the rationale for parental choices in this regard. To
provide a framework within which to explore this issue, a specific academic
provider of online educational programs was chosen for a single exploratory

case study on the basis of its fulfillment of the criteria outlined above.
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The chosen case was The Youth Academy, which has more than 17,900
tfollowers on Instagram and specializes in teaching young learners (Ahruf,
2021). In addition, the Youth Academy advertises itself as oftering the
tollowing services: classes for nurseries, classes for reception, classes for
advanced reception, comprehensive basic primary classes, Nourani Qaida
(a unique reading method for helping Muslim learners read holy books),
and quick reading classes (Ahruf, 2021). The Academys informative
dialogue with parents identified the children’s Arabic learning level according
to three levels: beginner, reception, and advanced reception. The beginning
level allows learners to be introduced to Arabic letters for the first time. The
reception level is for learners who know some of their letters but are yet to
achieve fluent recognition and to read them. An advanced reception level is
needed for students who understand their letters but need to improve their
reading speed. The Youth Academy has been in the educational marketplace,,
providing support classes for more than 25 years. Owing to COVID-19, it

decided to expand its online learning services, reaching many more learners.

One specific class designed for reception learners was selected for the
purposes of this study. The Academys policy limits online classes to a
maximum of 10 students, ensuring personalized attention from the teacher
in the virtual setting. While more students might have been interested
initially, they were ultimately accommodated in other classes due to this
policy restriction. Members of the class were selected to participate in this
study with parental consent, and the Academy issued approval to observe
their lessons. This class was chosen because it had been taught online for two
years due to precautionary measures taken during the coronavirus pandemic
in Saudi Arabia.

The class of 10 students was observed during their daily classes. Each
online class lasted 60 minutes. The program’s aim is to improve childrens
reading and writing in Arabic. The online classes took place four days each
week for a period of one month. All the names given herein pertaining to the

organization and the participants are pseudonyms to ensure anonymity.
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Research context

The study was conducted in western Saudi Arabia during the summer
vacation (2021/22), when the world was starting to recover from the
restrictions imposed by COVID-19. On June 13, 2022, Saudi Arabia lifted
the restrictions imposed to prevent the spread of COVID-19 as the summer
holiday approached, providing considerable relief throughout society.
Children celebrated the summer holiday having experienced new forms of
learning for two years. Initially, experiencinga sudden transition to complete
online learning, they gradually moved to blended learning in accordance
with instructions released frequently by both the Ministry of Health and the
Ministry of Education. Consequently, various summer activities were
offered by institutions targeted at schoolchildren for both in-person and
online studies. The present study employs Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological
Systems Theory to examine the factors influencing mothers’ choices of
summer learning activities for their children in post-COVID-19 Saudi
Arabia. The Chronosystem highlights the pandemics transformative eftects
on the educational landscape, including the accelerated adoption of online
learning platforms and the emergence of remote educational opportunities.
Consequently, families were inclined to seek structured learning experiences
during summer breaks, building upon the successes achieved during school

closures.

The summer online learning program case.

The focus of the present research is summer online learning programs for
children in Saudi Arabia. A single real-life case study was chosen to generate
insight into the unusual conditions, and data were gathered from several
sources, providing a chronology of events (Creswell & Poth, 2018). The
parameters of the participants involved in the study were considered.

According to Creswell and Poth (2018, p. 97), ‘on occasion, certain

people involved in the case may also be defined as a parameter’. In addition,
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as the researcher determined the inclusion criteria at an early stage, the
parameters given were identifiable. This research aims to provide a deeper
understanding of a single case rather than to provide generalizable results;
consequently, purposeful sampling was the chosen method (Stake, 2006).
The Youth Academy, representing the Macrosystem , ofters various summer
programs. These programs availability, quality, and cost, influenced by
broader economic conditions, significantly impact parental decision-
making. The Exosystem encompasses the immediate environment
surrounding the family, including the specific learning class chosen. Class
size, resource availability, and scheduling options within this environment

affect the childs learning experience.

The single real-life study case focused on a specific class of ten children
who participated in a one-month-long summer online learning program
-figurel-. The observations conducted during the study included both
formal and informal sessions. Formal observations involved the researcher
taking systematic notes, whereas informal observations allowed for a more
flexible, less structured approach to note-taking (Patton, 2015). Within
this broader case study, three children were selected for more detailed
examination as mini-cases. These three participants were chosen because
their mothers agreed to participate in interviews, enabling the researcher to
gather more in-depth information about these particular children. The
interviews with the mothers varied in duration, ranging from 30-45
minutes, and were followed up with extended conversations through a
social network platform. This follow-up allowed for ongoing communication
and provided additional insights into the childrens experiences and behaviors
within the online educational program. The Mesosystem underscores the
interplay between the home and the educational setting. Mothers evaluation

of their childs academic progress, informed by interactions with teachers

and school personnel, influences summer program selection.
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Participant one: Ahmed, a seven-year-old boy, was transitioning from
Year one to Year two at the time of the study. Owing to the COVID-19
pandemic, his educational journey has been significantly impacted. He
initially experienced online learning during the pandemic and later switched
to onsite learning as the schools gradually reopened. His mother, who held
a degree in Islamic studies and had an older son, played a pivotal role in

Ahmeds upbringing.

During the summer holiday, Ahmeds mother maintained a structured
schedule for him. Mornings began with Ahmed assisting with his assigned
chores, for which he was then rewarded with free time to engage in play.
The family subsequently went out, and upon their return, Ahmed was
given more opportunities to play. As the day drew close, he followed a

bedtime routine that included reading stories.

For this study, Ahmed was enrolled in a four-week online reading
program designed to increase his familiarity with the Arabic alphabet. Having
experienced remote education during the COVID-19 restrictions, this
method of learning was familiar to him and his family. Ahmeds mother
mentioned that the convenience of not needing to travel and the ease of

accessibility influenced their decision to select an online program.

Participant two: A five-year-old girl had unique education due to
COVID-19. She had been exposed to a combination of online and blended
learning during this period. Her schedule during the summer holiday was
characterized by flexibility, and her screen time and use of technology
were limited, as this was a conscious choice made by her family. Leens
schooling journey commenced in Kindergarten 1 (nursery) during the
time when the COVID-19 pandemic had a worldwide influence on the

educational system. Like millions of children in the country, Leen’s

learning had transitioned to an online format.
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Case study: A Group of children attending a Summer educational online course

Conceptional framework

Leen
Afive-year-old girl who, at the time of
the study, was transforming from KG3

into Year One

Farah

Assix-year-old girl who, at the time
of the study, was transforming from

KG3 into Year ONE

Context:

Basic information

The study looked at parents of children in the Formal and nonformal education

preschool stage during the summer holiday of the ) . .
Summer vacation and online activities

academic year 2022—23 in Madinah, Saudi Arabia. Parental choices and the COVID-19 impact

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the Saudi

educational system switched to a completed online .
Research questions

learning scheme across all levels. .
8 1. Why do mothers choose online programs for

their children during the summer vacation?
Gradually, the Saudi Ministry of Education, 2. How do mothers describe their children’s
attitude toward the summer online program
alongside the Saudi  Ministry of Health, chosen?
3. Towhatextentdid the switch to online
implemented hybrid learning schemes in schools. education that occurred during the COVID-19
pandemic influence their summer online

The study eliminated all formal education institutes . .
learning activities?

and focused on authorized supportive educational

Figure 1: Graphic design of the case study Adapted from Stake (2006)
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When she moved into Kindergarten 2, most of the academic year had
continued to be delivered online. In Kindergarten 3, her school introduced
a blended learning approach. As one of the youngest members of her family,
Leens parents, who both had academic backgrounds, expressed concerns
about the potential for learning losses arising from the shift to online distance
education during the COVID-19 pandemic in Saudi Arabia. In response to
these concerns, her mother enrolled Leen in summer online learning
programs for the Arabic language to enhance her linguistic proficiency. This
decision was influenced by the familys dedication to mitigating potential
learning losses by continuing to support Leen’s education during the summer

holiday.

Participant three: At the time of the study, Farah, a six-year-old girl,
was transitioning from Kindergarten Three to Year One. Her educational
journey was supported by onsite and online blended learning, both before
and during the COVID-19 pandemic. The lifestyle of Farah family members
is characterized by frequent travel between their city of residence and their

hometown, where their extended family members live.

Farahs educational journey began in Kindergarten when she had lived
abroad, where her father had pursued higher education. Upon completion
of his studies, the family had returned to their home country at the end of
the academic year, 2019. Subsequently , the COVID-19 pandemic disrupted
educational institutions and numerous other sectors, so Farah was enrolled
in a private local bilingual school, where she had engaged in online learning

for nearly a year.

The following year, in accordance with directives from the Ministry of
Education, her school adopted a blended learning approach, and Farah
seemed to manage this transition well. According to Farahs mother, the

children were taught online at the Summer Online Learning Programs for

tewer hours than would have been required during a typical school day. This
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flexibility was apparently a significant factor in their decision to engage Farah
in summer online learning. The Microsystem focuses on the individual child
and their family. The childs temperament, learning style, and relationship
with the mother interact with the home environment to shape overall

learning outcomes.

Data collection and analysis

Data were collected in July and August 2022 through direct observations
and semi-structured interviews. Ethical approval was obtained by securing
parental consent and accessing the learning platform via Youth Academy
administrators. Purposeful sampling focused on online summer programs for
young children, ensuring data richness and contextual relevance (Basias &
Pollalis, 2018). Semi-structured interviews provided insights into mothers
perspectives, while classroom observations offered real-time contextual data.
Integrating both methods strengthened data triangulation, reinforcing
credibility and trustworthiness through cross-verification. This methodological

rigor ensures well-supported and reliable findings.

To support analysis of the data, the interviews were transcribed and
repeatedly read by the researcher to familiarize them with the data.
Through intensive reading, primary codes emerged. The researcher
identified these patterns and organized them according to the three themes
provided. To achieve this goal, the study utilized interviews and
observations as the primary data collection methods. The case study
focused on a class of ten children who were observed over the course of
one month-the length of the program. This observational phase enabled
the collection of contextual and behavioral data within a natural setting,

providing a robust foundation of empirical evidence through detailed and

systematic observation.
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Qualitative research relies on narrative data from interviews, either
conducted face-to-face or online. This study employed semi-structured
online interviews, which offered flexibility and fostered richer discussions.
Each session lasted between 30 to 45 minutes, with follow-up questions
addressed in writing as needed. Participants provided informed consent prior
to the interviews, ensuring ethical considerations, confidentiality, and their
right to withdraw. The data was used solely for scientific educational

research, reinforcing the studys ethical integrity (Vallejo et al., 2017).

Results and discussion

The data collected from mothers in the semi structured interviews, along
with the notes accumulated during direct observations, were organized into

themes and subthemes, as shown in Table 1.

Table (1)
Generated main themes and related codes
Main theme Subthemes Relevant codes
Mothers Choices Summer online Educational Apps
programs, a Quasimar- Online programs
ket Summer learning scheme
Advertisement

Social networks accounts
Economic reasons

Previous experiences

Mothers’ 'grapevine' Friends
knowledge Family Gathering
Parental involvement
COVID-19
Children’s attitude |  Mothers’ drivers Impact of COVID 19
Summer online Leveraging + summer

programs Easy access
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Main theme

Subthemes

Relevant codes

Class attendance

Attendance

Willingness
Responses
Participation

Homework

The process of Teacher’s role Zoom meeting
learning during Reminder
summer online Various strategies
learning programs Revising
Homework

feedback

Communication Emoji

Encouragement

Theme one. Mothers rationale for choosing summer online
learning programs

Mothers select summer educational online programs for their accessibility
and cost-eftectiveness compared to onsite alternatives. In Saudi Arabia,
summer programs vary in their social, physical, and educational focuses,
with online options gaining popularity. This study examines learners at the
microsystem level, capturing their perspectives through classroom

observations and in-depth research interviews.

Summer online programs, a Quasimarket

Global and government policies influence the educational market.
Quasimarkets in education introduce market elements into the system,

which are often expressed in the school’s choices, competition between

academies, and increased autonomy for institutions (LeGrand & Bartlett,
1993; Ball, 2007). This market influence has affected how parents choose a
specific program; moreover, COVID-19 has inevitably impacted the sector,
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leaving an imprint on modes of informal and nonformal education. This
comprises the macrosystem within which the research took place, i.e.,
where global trends influenced mothers’ choices concerning their children’s
choices. In Saudi Arabia, as in many other countries, the private sector plays
a vital role in the educational sphere (XXX, 2014), and procedures and
plans for spreading services and attempting to reach new prospective clients
are linked to its online learning infrastructure. The provision of online

courses 1s a rapidly growing market.

We used to have several educational applications, but now, many private
organizations provide educational courses for schoolchildren. (Malak,

Leen’s mother)

Malak, an academic at Saudi Arabian University , has experience teaching
students online and supporting her own childrens participation. She
prioritizes structured informal learning over educational applications, and
this is influenced by her personal experiences and active involvement in the
educational field, where she has been aftected by the shift to online learning.
In light of ecological system theory, Malak’s decision is influenced by the
outcome of the schooling system as well as the activities provided for

children, which is seen as the mesosystem.

During the summer vacation, children are not obliged to attend a
formal learning environment. Choices are varied at this time; according to
Bowe (1994, p. 38), It [parental choice] is a political project that employs
a language of choice” in which rights, duties, responsibilities, and choice
are all welded together to encourage parents to become active choosers.
With several providers of informal and nonformal learning programs,
parents have a wide choice and can select what seems to best meet their

children's needs.

We lived for a few years in the United Kingdom, as my husband was

doing his postgraduate studies there. I used to have private online tutors for

my daughters to teach them Arabic and the Quran. (Dania, Farah’s mother)
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Dania, a full-time mother who lived in the United Kingdom for some
time, noted that her daughters had experienced online learning as a form of
informal education even before the impact of COVID-19. Her reason for
engaging them in this form of learning was to ensure that her children learned

their native language and religious principles.

Alyah, a teacher in a government school, expressed neither dimension

in her parental choices:

The main reason for choosing this course with The Youth Academy is that
it is online. Many educational centers provide educational and entertainment
courses for children, but do you know how much it costs? For me, transport
is a critical issue. I have to pay for the ride and for the program itself. The
amount can be at least three times the fees I have to pay now. It is difficult to
drop him oft and then pick him up. That is the main reason for choosing an

online course in the summer. (Alyah, Ahmed’s mother)

Alyah indicated that her choice of The Youth Academy was its provision
of online learning services, which caused them to prefer it over other
options. She noted that there are many centers that provide educational
activities during the summer, yet they charge more than online organizations
do. Alyah has children other than Ahmed, who attends the Youth Academy;

therefore, cost has a significant eftect on her choices.

Malak also agreed with Alyah regarding the impact of the cost of online
programs compared with that of onsite programs: “Even educational onsite
programs are more costly than online courses. I would rather have my daughter
in a cheaper class to have extra money to spend on her leisure time. Children
went through so much during COVID-19”. (Malak, Leen’s mother)

Mothers’ grapevine knowledge

The children attended summer online courses, as their parents chose to
fill their summers with valuable activities. Parents knowledge 1s derived from

two distinct primary sources: official sources, such as the Ministry of
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Education, the Ministry of Health, and the General Entertainment
Authority, and social networking and direct personal interactions. Ball and
Vincent (1998, p. 380) refer to these types of information as cold knowledge
and ‘hot knowledge' or 'grapevine knowledge', respectively. The evidence
collected for this study reveals that both informal and unofficial methods of

information inform mothers decisions.

Despite the extensive information circulating on official sites regarding
summer activities, social interactions nevertheless had a marked impact on

mothers:

Last year, most of the summer holiday was spent indoors. With the
COVID-19 restrictions, we barely had a chance to take the kids out and about.
This year, things are different. They [children] can meet with their friends in
playgrounds, theme parks, and gardens. When I meet with mothers, we share
concerns about their academic achievement; you know I am a working mother
and could not follow my daughter during all her online classes. Therefore, I
wanted to know if she was 100% ready for Year 1. Then, I met this mother,
who told me that her kids were taking online programs during the summer,

and it appeared to be the right solution. (Malak, Leen’s mother)

It is apparent that parents became more involved in their childrens
education during the COVID-19 pandemic than they had been previously
(Alharthi, 2023). Additionally, several factors lead to a preference for online
learning programs: the first is that online courses are more accessible; the
second is that children have already obtained the digital literacy required to
be enrolled in classes; the third involves completing childrens time with

valuable activities; and the fourth involves enhancing childrens learning.

Theme two. Mothers perspective on their childrens attitudes
toward summer online learning programs

During the pandemic, young children began online learning at home with

the support of their families. Gradually, they transitioned to in-person classes
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in small groups, initially adhering to strict health measures. Over time, school

attendance increased, especially in private schools with smaller class sizes.

My son barely attended school in the last two years; more of his learning
in Kindergarten Three and Year 1 was online. The teachers tried their
best, but attending school and interacting face-to—-face with their teachers
and friends is different from attending school. That is why I decided to get
the most out of the summer and enroll him in the Youth Academy. The
time is limited to one hour, and he only does Arabic literacy. (Alyah,
Ahmed’s mother)

Alyah, whose son is at one of the state schools where the children are
taught via blended learning and has to attend school once or twice a week,
indicated that her son has yet to fully understand the learning environment.
In addition, Alyah pointed to the duration of the summer online learning
programs, explaining that the chosen program targeted a specific skill, and
as a mother, she wanted to increase her childs skills. Through blended
learning, Alyah wanted a program that would benefit her childs learning
skills during the summer break. The holiday programme oftered a valuable

learning opportunity that could enhance these skills

Childrens experience with online education as the primary learning
system during the COVID-19 pandemic aftected their general response to
online learning. Children as young as six years of age could carry out positive
learning while attending summer online learning programs. Several forms of
learning influence children’s development, and they are able to expand their
knowledge into external settings, addressing the various activities associated

with ecological systems theory.

My children are more accepting of online learning than before; they
gained several skills and are used to instruction in this sort of learning.

However, I still need to help them if the class lasts longer than one hour.

(Dania, Farah’s mother)
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Dania, who had personally experienced online learningbefore COVID-19,
emphasized the positive impact of prior online education on her childrens
attitudes toward summer educational programs, highlighting their short
duration. Ayah, a teacher, highlighted the importance of revision for learners
attending summer online learning programs, noting that this aligns with her

professional knowledge.

Even though children gain the essential skills they need to obtain the
most from online learning, parents must still persuade them to attend the
chosen summer online learning programs. For summer online learning
programs, it is good to undertake them four times a week so that children do
not feel bored. For example, my son agreed to program with a small amount
of hesitation. Nevertheless, it was best for us to recap what he had learned.
(Alyah, Ahmed’s mother)

The teacher reminded the mothers in the WhatsApp group daily when
the class was due to begin and published the attendance list in the mothers
group. Moreover, the teacher encouraged the pupils to become involved

during class.

As the number of children in each group was limited to ten, my daughter
was motivated to participate and answer the questions asked orally. However,
when the teacher called on her before she had volunteered to answer, she
hesitated and sought my help to ensure she had provided the correct answer.
(Malak, Leen’s mother)

Malak described her daughters attitude during class, as the teacher
encouraged her pupils to become involved in the learning process.

Importantly, from the mothers perspective, the children were familiar with

online learning and experienced it during their early years of education due
to COVID-19.
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Theme three. The process of learning during summer online
learning programs

Mothers faced a heavy burden during the COVID-19 pandemic, as they
were required to follow up with their children and ensure that they progressed

toward their academic goals.

The girls have gotten used to online learning, and I travel a lot between
Medina and Jeddah during the summer, so continuing with online learning
suits our family. The girls are unhappy with it; they want to use their devices
to play and have fun, but they need to strengthen their knowledge. I want
them to have a manageable gap. Having online courses gets them into the
learning mode, and they will remember what they have learned. (Dania,

Farah’s mother)

The COVID-19 pandemic demanded a shift to online and blended
learning environments, establishing a new interaction between the home
and the educational institution. This period drove the development of digital
literacy skills among children as they adapted to new learning modalities.
The interconnectedness of these environments fostered a balanced approach
to technology , enabling students to effectively utilize devices for both leisure
and academic pursuits. Moreover,Summer online learning programs’
teaching styles were influenced by the methods schools used to teach students
through various online platforms during the COVID-19 pandemic. For the
chosen summer educational program, a WhatsApp group was created, and
the learners were allocated to their groups according to their parents or
guardians preferences. The teachers, an academic supervisor, and an
administrator from The Youth Academy were the groups administrators,
and parents and guardians were added. A PDF copy of the curriculum was

sent, and parents were asked to print it out for the learners before the class.

The administrative staff provided us with several time slots, and we chose

the time that worked the best for us. The idea that each class is limited to 10

pupils is excellent. It gives the teacher her attention. (Alyah, Ahmed’s mother)
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During the first lesson, the teacher introduced herself and asked the
learners to introduce themselves. Most of the children were introduced by
their parents, as they were young learners. Some of them send an audio note
to introduce themselves. After each student had introduced himself or

herself, the teacher welcomed them with a phrase and an emoji.

Some mothers asked the teacher about the teaching strategy and how the
learning process would be conducted. The teacher explained that the classes
would start on time (15.30-16.30) daily and urged the parents to ensure that
they had the Zoom application on the device the children would be using

when learning.

The administrator then posted the groups preliminary information, the
name of the class, the start date, and the end date. The teacher then sends

the following instructions to parents and guardians:

Dear mothers of my champion  AprufTeacher:
students: You
‘To get the most out of this course, 1 $ 0:02

need your support, and you should @ abyl clus Ml

encourage students to: Welcome Champion Misk

Enter the class on time and be on

time. . .
Figure2: Direct chat

Avoid being absent.
Revise lessons regularly.

Send homework in on time’.

The mothers expressed their support, and the teacher explained that the
Zoom links for each class would be shared 10 minutes before the class started.
The teacher used electronic stickers to motivate the students to enter the
virtual class on time. Most of the children attended on time, and if they were

to be absent, their parents would post this information in the group to inform

the teacher.
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The teacher initially started her class with everyday greetings; then, she
took the register. Before starting the new lesson, the teacher revised the
previous lesson with the pupils. The teacher revised the previous lesson with
the pupils daily; for me, this was great and boosted the childrens learning.
Additionally, after we submitted Lee's homework to the group, the teacher
provided us with her feedback and sent motivational stickers to encourage
the learners. Those stickers were essential for my daughter. (Malak, Leen’s

mother)

Malak indicated that the teacher demonstrated a well-planned class using
pedagogical approaches tailored to teaching young children online, also
emphasizing the importance of homework in improving linguistic skills in
Arabic.

As the summer approaches, as a mother, I must fill my childrens time
with beneficial activities. Most of the drawing, painting, and creative
courses my older children are enrolled in in our county are designed for

older children. (Dania, Farah’s mother)

The online summer program employed a structured approach, and
teachers were required to adhere to the academy's procedures, implementing

specific pedagogical methods proven to cater to students needs.

Conclusion

This study investigated the context and rationale for a cohort of mothers
choosing to enrol their children in online programs during the summer vacation
in Madinah, western Saudi Arabia. Concerning the first question, How do
mothers choose and evaluate online summer programs for their children? The
findings revealed that multifaceted drivers influence mothers choice of summer
online learning programs. The various providers approaches to advertising and
the utilization of quasi marketing significantly impacted parental decisions.

Additionally, mothers choices were swayed by their knowledge, in which

informal communication played a role in their decision-making process. The
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economic aspect also emerged as a decisive factor because of the affordability of

online courses relative to traditional onsite offerings.

The second question focused on mothers describing their childrens
attitudes toward the summer online programs they had chosen: Why do
mothers choose online programs for their children during the summer
vacation?. The mothers clarified the significant impact of their childrens
prior exposure to online learning during the COVID-19 pandemic on
attitudes. The familiarity and digital literacy gained during this period clearly
influenced the childrens acceptance and understanding of the online courses.
Nevertheless, some resistance from the children was evident, particularly

when prolonged online engagement was needed.

With respect to the third question: How do mothers describe their
children’s attitudes toward the summer online program chosen? The findings
revealed a notable similarity between the teaching approach used in online
summer programs and the online education approaches implemented during
the COVID-19 pandemic. Teachers managed attendance, engaged with
learners and assigned homework, continuing some of the online teaching
methods used during the pandemic in the summer of online learning
activities. This study presents strong evidence of a positive relationship
between different learning systems for children. Thisis achieved by examining
the choices made by mothers when their children are introduced to online
summer learning programs via Bronfenbrenners ecological system theory.
The findings highlight the importance of considering the broader context in
which children learn, particularly how different factors impact their
development. Therefore, this research has significant implications for
educators, parents, and policymakers, underscoring the importance of
stakeholders working together to create environments that foster
comprehensive and holistic learning approaches both onsite and online. The
findings of this study provide essential insights for developing awareness

programs that reflect mothers perspectives, aiming to address challenges and

enhance positive practices in online learning across Saudi Arabia.
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Future research might investigate specific teaching methods in online

programs that promote positive student engagement and identify best

practices for effective online learning environments during summer holidays.
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